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These are the unadopted minutes of the Crookham Village Parish Council Meeting held at 
7:15pm on 1 June 2026 in Hareshill Community Centre, Crookham Village.   
 Please refer to the Minutes of the July 2026 meeting for any amendments. 

All Council documents and appendices are displayed on the Council website, or you can 
inspect copies at the Parish Council Office ï call 01252 810568 for an appointment. 

 
Present: Cllrs Simon Ambler (Chairman), Julia Ambler, Andrew Friend, David Jackson, Dr Indra Sinka, 

Angela Sayers (RFO), Carol Leversha (Clerk) 
In 
attendance: 

5 Members of public. Cllrs. Oliver and Makepeace-Browne were at the AGM of another of the 
Councils they represent. 

MIN.100/26 CHAIRMANôS ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The Chairman was pleased to advise Members that Hart Council had confirmed renewal of 
Crookham Street Social Club as an Asset of Community Value. 

MIN.101/26 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Cllr. M. OôSullivan ï apologies accepted. 

MIN.102/26  MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING OF 5 MAY 2026 
The Chairman referred to these page-by-page Min 075/26 ï 099/26. 
RESOLVED: The Minutes of the meeting of 5 May 2026 were accepted as a true record and 
signed by the Chairman.  

 MINUTES OF RESIDENTSô OPEN DAY 16 MAY 2026 
RESOLVED: Minutes accepted as a true record and signed by Cllr. Andrew Friend, Chair of 
that event. 

MIN.103/26 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN ANY MATTER ON THE AGENDA & DELEGATION OF 
DISPENSATION TO THE PROPER OFFICER (CLERK) 
The Chairman advised Members to consider whether they had any disclosable interest in matters 
on the agenda and if so to declare them now or at the appropriate point on the agenda. 

MIN.104/26 CONSIDER CRIME AND DISORDER IMPLICATIONS 
The Chairman reminded Members of their obligation to consider crime and disorder implications 
on any decision they might make at this meeting. 

MIN.105/26 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION (maximum of 3 minutes per speaker). 
The Chairman adjourned the meeting for public participation. Representative from ZCRA said 
isssues raised about No Mow May and lack of cutting grass in April. Pylon contractors doing ad 
hoc trips rather than dealing with pylons in order.  No reseeding done on the bare patches and no 
ruts repaired. Also complaints about very large commercial vehicles parking in residential roads 
and some impede sight lines.  Complaint made to British Gas but no result.   Would CVPC please 
try to get these matters resolved.  Also adverts flyposting ï was advised to report on website 
under ñflypostingò.  Regarding pylon issue the Centre Managers have a contact name.  Vehicles 
on road/pavement ï not sure anything can be done apart from raising with police where situation 
impedes sight lines. Suggestion that this be an article in next Newsletter ï perhaps with an AI 
generated cartoon to capture interest. Member of public congratulated Cllr. Friend on a well run 
APM/Open Day and enquired about progress of traffic survey in The Street.  Advised CVPC now 
has a SID. The Chairman then closed the meeting to the public. 

MIN.106/26 CO-OPTION TO FILL VACANCY (Zebon Ward) 
An application had been received, together with a CV for Ms Kathleen Theobald which had been 
circulated to all Members. Proposer and seconder were Cllr. David Jackson and Cllr. Dr. Indra 
Sinka.  No member requested a secret ballot so the Chairman invited a show of hands.  All voted 
in favour. 
RESOLVED: Ms Theobald was appointed to the Council and signed her Declaration of 
Office.   

MIN.107/26 ZCC UPGRADE 
Clerk had contacted Hart and asked what the delay was in completing the Deed of Variation with 
Vistry since it was just over 12 months since the Committee had approved  
Chairman advised we cannot get to the bottom of where the holdup is.  Current Agreement still 
valid and we are rapidly approaching the date when our funding should be released.  SANG area 
not yet accepted by Hart Countryside Services as not in good enough condition.   

MIN.108/26 RESIDENTSô OPEN DAY FOLLOW UP 
(i) Date for 2027 
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As the Council is due for election next year there were issues as to when a suitable date could be 
agreed due to not invoking issues with Purdah.  Agreed that a Thursday evening with a start time 
of 7pm in March/April. Cllr. Friend said we need to share what we are trying to achieve via a live 
stream for those who cannot attend. Bring back to next meeting for date and methods for live 
streaming.  Need to check hall availability for HH and Newsletters need to build up interest going 
forward. 
(ii) Actions Arising 
Invite Management Company rep to Parish Council meeting.  Ask if prepared to come to pubic 
meeting to listen to residentsô complaints.  Members were made aware that there are separate 
Management Companies for Housing Asscn properties.  Clerk to investigate for both HH and 
Albany Park. Immediate action is to ñsignpostò residents to appropriate Management Company.  

MIN.110/26 THE CRESCENT TREE LINE BANK 
Clerk had visited the site with officer from Env. Health of HDC who had identified the many holes 
caused by rodents.  A lengthy debate took place and it was decided to ask the Env Officer 
whether the rodents in the tree line bank present a danger to public.     

MIN.111/26 FINANCE  
(i) Accounts 

a) Report of the RFO and review of the year 310326 (Appendix A) 
b) March 2026 Accounts and April 2026 Accounts (Appendix A) 

RESOLVED: The above reports of the RFO were agreed and 
accepted by members. 

c) Bank reconciliation YE 31/03/26 ï To be signed by Chairman and 
RFO (Appendix B) 
The bank reconciliation was signed by the RFO and Chairman. 

(ii) Annual Internal Audit Report YE 31/03/26 (Appendix C) 
The internal audit report from Wettone Matthews, was placed in one drive for 
Members to read prior to the meeting. The RFO went through each point on 
the internal audit report with members. 
There were no issues raised regarding the work the internal auditor had 
completed. 
RESOLVED: The report of the Internal Auditor was noted and accepted 
by members. 

(iii) AGAR 25-26 / Year End 31/03/26 
a) Annual Governance Statement YE 310326 ï Section 1 (Appendix D) 

The Chairman read out each of the questions and clarified whether 
Members were in agreement with the proposed answers. 
RESOLVED: All Members confirmed compliance with Section 1 ï 
Annual Governance Statement 2025/26.  
The document was signed by the Chairman and Clerk. 

b) Accounting Statements YE 310326 ï Section 2 (Appendix E) 
The RFO certified the Accounts in Section 2 to members and signed the 
document before presenting to members for approval. 
The Chairman referred to these and clarified whether Members were in 
agreement with them. 
RESOLVED: All Members confirmed agreement to the Accounting 
Statements for the year 2025/26.  
Document was signed by the Chairman. 

c) Confirmation of no Conflicts of Interest Form for External Auditors 
(Appendix F) 
The RFO advised Members that it was a requirement to complete the 
form annually to confirm there was no conflict of interest with BDO LLP. 
Members confirmed there were no conflicts of interest (as requested by 
BDO LLP) and we were compliant with the requirements. 
RESOLVED: Document signed by Chairman, RFO and Clerk. 

d) Notice of Public Rights and Publication of Unaudited Annual 
Governance and Accountability Return YE 310326 Dates (Appendix  
G) 
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The RFO had placed the BDO schedule of date options in one drive for 
members to view prior to the meeting 
Å The announcement date is Wednesday, 3 June 2026.  
Å The Inspection Period dates are Thursday, 4 June 2026 to Wednesday, 
15 July 2026.  
Members agreed the above dates 
Information only to evidence compliance with legislation.  
RFO will display the Notice of Public Rights and AGAR on the website 
and noticeboards.  
RFO will email internal auditor and inform him of the exercise of public 
rights dates. 

e) Contact Details form for External Auditors 
Chairman ï Simon Ambler, Clerk ï Carol Leversha, Deputy Clerk -Anna 
Wierzbinska 
RFO ï Angela Sayers.  
Information only to evidence compliance with legislation. 
 
RESOLVED.  A FORMAL VOTE OF THANKS WAS PROPOSED FOR 
ALL THE EXCELLENT WORK UNDERTAKEN BY THE RFO. 
 

(iv) Hareshill SEG Contract for Solar Panels 
RFO advised members that the meter at Hareshill had not been set up 
correctly on installation and as a result had not been communicating with the 
Data Communication Company.  As a result, Hampshire County Council had 
requested pictures of the meter in the meantime showing actual 
consumption, so the bills reflect the correct usage. This has now been done.  
Npower have requested a site visit to investigate the meter further and 
indicated that a full meter exchange may be required.  Npower confirmed 
they will cover both the costs of the site visit (FOC) and the cost of exchange 
if needed but advised that the new meter may not be capable of half hourly 
reads initially. Npower also advised that the power might have to be turned off 
for the duration of the site visit ï possibly an hour. 
RFO will arrange with Anna a suitable date and time in order to minimise 
disruption at the centre. 
RESOLVED:  Members agreed to accept the meter exchange.   

(v) Fleet Phoenix Grant Request 
Fleet Phoenix were seeking a grant towards their mentoring service.  
Requesting Ã1500.   
RESOLVED:  Members agreed a Grant of Ã1,500 under Power LGA 1972 
S137. 

MIN.112/26 PLANNING 
(i) Report of the Planning Committee 

Cllr David Jackson presented his report. He drew Members attention to various items 
in his report.  In particular Cllr. Jackson spoke about the SANG application for Cross 
Farm and the area for Biodiversity.  Meeting was very interesting and can be seen on 
Youtube.  Conditions imposed to try to mitigate some of the issues raised and Grant 
will stand unless legal conditions not complied with within 6 months - the permission is 
rescinded. Cllr. Jackson advised of further concerns.  Protected for 80 years against 
housing development of Cross Farm if conditions met.   He had raised loss of 
biodiversity due to new developments within the parish.  Two new applications ï one 
to be dealt with at the Planning meeting on 15 June.  Scope of Local Plan to be 
debated as well and he has put background on Onedrive ï this is to accommodate the 
new housing targets.  We are vulnerable to ad hoc applications.  Infrastructure 
remains an issue.  He also mentioned 1 Browning Road and asked the Clerk to follow 
up on where the planning application stood. 
RESOLVED: The report of the Planning Committee was accepted and signed by 
the Chairman.   

 MIN.113/26 HIGHWAY & FOOTPATH MATTERS 
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(i) 20 MPH Speed Limit in the Village 
Cllr. Dr. Sinka had attended a webinar hosted by ñ20 is Plentyò which works across 
the UK. Lots of information from speakers with knowledge of different aspects.  She 
has spoken to many local residents and they are supportive of 20mph limit.     
Conference on 30 June in Birmingham  ï Delivering Vision Zero ï cost is Ã195 plus 
VAT ï travel will be paid.  Mileage 55p or train economy ticket.  Chairman requested 
that such requests be notified to RFO in advance of meetings.  
Cllr. Sinka had met with Ian James of HCC and he has copied Council into various 
documents  to support seeking 20 mph limit on the Street. ñHow do you get Police on 
side to support youò is the major problem.  She produce a paper for July meeting  

 RESOLVED: Attendance at ñDelivering Vision Zeroò Conference agreed under 
Power 1972 Act S11 . 

(ii)         SID sites and rotation ï  
               Agreed rotation should be fortnightly with a weekly reversal of unit to capture speeds 

both ways.  Cllr. Sinka will identify sites for The Street and Crondall Road and the 
Lengthsman will be asked to erect and remove as required.  The Chairman will 
ensure unit is fully charged.                     

MIN.114/26 COMMUNITY CENTRES 
Report from Managers received for both Centres. 
RESOLVED: Members accepted the report from CMs.  

MIN.115/26 INFORMATION SHARING & AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING  
 
The Chairman is booked onto HALC LGR meeting on 11 June and the Chairman of Bôstoke 
Parishes Assc has also requested a meeting with Leader of B&D in July and he will attend that 
one. 
There is also Hart Webinar on the Local Plan Wednesday evening which he will also attend. 

 

Meeting closed at 9.20 pm.  

 

CVPC MEETINGS VENUE: HARESHILL COMMUNITY CENTRE 

F &HR AND PLANNING VENUE: ZCC 



òĲċƖũǃШÉƨůůċƖǃШ

fŰĦŸůĲШ

cŔƖĲШŸŉШ[ċĦŔũŔƣŔĲƚШċŰĬШÂŔƣĦőĲƚШ

Ш

fŰƣĲƖĲƚƣШƖĲĦĲŔƻĲĬШ

Appendix A



EǂƓĲŰĬŔƣƨƖĲШ

ƚƚĲƣШ~ċŔŰƣĲŰċŰĦĲШċŰĬШÅĲƓċŔƖƚШ

Ш9ċƓŔƣċũШEǂƓĲŰĬŔƣƨƖĲШ

ÂƖŸŉĲƚƚŔŸŰċũШ[ĲĲƚШ

ÂƖŸƓĲƖƣǃШ~ċŔŰƣĲŰċŰĦĲШ



Crookham Village Parish Council 
FINANCE ï CVPC Meeting 1st June 2026 
RFO Report  
 
 

Appendix A 
 
General Updates 
Larkstel Contract 
As per the Terms of reference of FHRC adopted at the 2025 AGM under minute 072/25 (Where performance has 
been satisfactory and subject to the consideration of value for money, renewing an existing contract on a 3-year 
basis and reporting this to Full Council.) Members are advised that FHRC Resolved to accept a 3-year contract 
with Larkstel  from 1 April 2025 to 1 April 2028  

 
Accounts  
YE 31/03/26 
 
The RFO had placed a report in one drive for members prior to the meeting highlighted the years results. 

 
March 2026 Accounts 
 
Reports provided to members 
The RFO provided the following reports to the Council - all placed in CVPC meeting folder in one drive prior to the  
meeting 
 
Account report detailing the following:- 
Balance sheet 
Income & Expenditure ï Actual v Budget  
Income & Expenditure Account for the month ï also shown below 
Aged Creditors  
Aged Debtors  
 
Individual reports :- 
Accruals/Prepayments for the month 
Income & Expenditure ï Actual v Budget with detailed notes against expenditure 
Payments made in the monthï also shown below 

 
Notes on Accounts  - March 2026 
 
Income 
 

1) Bank Interest ï Interest of Ã368.52 was received on our Business Reserve Account  
 

2) Ã14000.00 was transferred from the NatWest Business Reserve Account to the NatWest current Account 
in March 2026 

 
3) Ã8563.24 was transferred from the Sumup business account to the Natwest current account in March 

2026 
 

      Expenditure - Non contractual items to highlight in the Income & Expenditure Account 
 

1) Fixed Asset w/off 
Ã204.48 ï HH ï New sign for the community centre on hitches Lane  
 

2) Communal Area Maintenance includes 
Lengthsman work in the parish Ã165.00 and at HH  Ã150.00 -  Ã315.00 
 

3) Bank charges 
Natwest BACS charges Ã35.50 
Sumup card charges Ã24.86 
 

4) Chairmans Allowance 
Ã73.04 ï solar energy parish community event ï refreshments 
 

5) Miscellaneous 
CVPC - Ã93.33 ï Shredding Bags and destruction of documents 
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Payments Made in the month ï March 2026 
 

5ŀǘŜ  ¢ȅǇŜ bŀƳŜ bŜǘ /ŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ tƻǿŜǊ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ 

млκлоκнлнс 55 ¢ƻǘŀƭ 9ƴŜǊƎƛŜǎ оурΦфм 9ƭŜŎǘǊƛŎƛǘȅ [D! мфтн  ǎмоо 

олκлоκнлнс 55 hǊŀƴƎŜ tƛȄŜƭ прΦлл 
/ƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ 
ǿŜōκƘƻǎǘƛƴƎκ{ǳǇǇƻǊǘ 

[D! мфтн ǎммм 

мсκлоκнлнс 55 .ŀƴƪƭƛƴŜ орΦрл .ŀƴƪ ŎƘŀǊƎŜǎ [D! мфтн  ǎммм 

мсκлоκнлнс 55 Lƴǘǳƛǘ [ǘŘ суΦрл tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ CŜŜǎ [D! мфтн ǎммм 

нтκлоκнлнс 55 ±ƻŘŀŦƻƴŜ млпΦфу ¢ŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜκaƻōƛƭŜ [D! мфтн  ǎмпп 

муκлоκнлнс 55 bǇƻǿŜǊ нофΦпф 9ƭŜŎǘǊƛŎƛǘȅ [D! мфтн  ǎмоо 

муκлоκнлнс 55 /ŀǎǘƭŜ ²ŀǘŜǊ мтΦрм ²ŀǘŜǊ wŀǘŜǎ [D! мфтн  ǎмоо 

муκлоκнлнс 55 bǇƻǿŜǊ мстΦол 9ƭŜŎǘǊƛŎƛǘȅ [D! мфтн  ǎмоо 

лфκлоκнлнс 55 .ŀǊŎƭŀȅŎŀǊŘ   π ¢ǊŀǾƛǎ  tŜǊƪƛƴǎ фнΦмн 
{ǘǊŜŜǘ ŦǳǊƴƛǘǳǊŜ 
aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ [D! мфтн ǎммм 

лфκлоκнлнс 55 
.ŀǊŎƭŀȅŎŀǊŘ  π LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ 
/ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŜǊǎ рнΦлл {ǳōǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴǎ [D! мфтн ǎмпо 

лфκлоκнлнс 55 .ŀǊŎƭŀȅŎŀǊŘ   π !ƳŀȊƻƴ мтΦпф /ƭŜŀƴƛƴƎ [D! мфтн ǎммм 

лфκлоκнлнс 55 .ŀǊŎƭŀȅŎŀǊŘ   π [ŀŜǘƻ ǘǊŀŘƛƴƎ [ǘŘ мрΦфу wŜǇŀƛǊǎ ϧ aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ [D! мфтн ǎммм 

лфκлоκнлнс 55 .ŀǊŎƭŀȅŎŀǊŘ   π ¢ƛƳϥǎ ¢ŜȄǘƛƭŜǎ мсΦсс wŜǇŀƛǊǎ ϧ aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ [D! мфтн ǎммм 

лфκлоκнлнс 55 .ŀǊŎƭŀȅŎŀǊŘ   π !ƳŀȊƻƴ нлΦун wŜǇŀƛǊǎ ϧ aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ [D! мфтн ǎммм 

лфκлоκнлнс 55 .ŀǊŎƭŀȅŎŀǊŘ   π !ƳŀȊƻƴ нмΦсс !ǎǎŜǘ [D! мфтн ǎммм 

лфκлоκнлнс 55 .ŀǊŎƭŀȅŎŀǊŘ   π ¢ƛƳǇǎƻƴ мрΦлл wŜǇŀƛǊǎ ϧ aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ [D! мфтн ǎммм 

лфκлоκнлнс 55 .ŀǊŎƭŀȅŎŀǊŘ   π !ƳŀȊƻƴ нфΦтп ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴŜǊȅ [D! мфтн ǎммм 

лфκлоκнлнс 55 .ŀǊŎƭŀȅŎŀǊŘ   π WƻƘƴ ƭŜǿƛǎ нруΦом !ǎǎŜǘ [D! мфтн ǎммм 

лфκлоκнлнс 55 .ŀǊŎƭŀȅŎŀǊŘ   π !ƳŀȊƻƴ ммΦсн {ǘŀǘƛƻƴŜǊȅ [D! мфтн ǎммм 

лнκлоκнлнс 55 hǊŀƴƎŜ tƛȄŜƭ прΦлл 
/ƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ 
ǿŜōκƘƻǎǘƛƴƎκ{ǳǇǇƻǊǘ 

[D! мфтн ǎммм 

нтκлоκнлнс .!/{ tŀȅǊƻƭƭ фуонΦсн tŀȅǊƻƭƭ [D! мфтн ǎммм 

нтκлоκнлнс .!/{ {ƻǳǊŎŜ {ǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ псΦтр /ƭŜŀƴƛƴƎ [D! мфтн ǎммм 

нтκлоκнлнс .!/{ нлƛ утΦуф /ƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ǿŜō ϧ ƘƻǎǘƛƴƎ [D! мфтн ǎммм 

нтκлоκнлнс .!/{ .ƛŦŦŀ ²ŀǎǘŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ [ƛƳƛǘŜŘ ноΦтн wŜŦǳǎŜ [ƛǘǘŜǊ !Ŏǘ мфуо ǎрπс 

нтκлоκнлнс .!/{ .ƛŦŦŀ ²ŀǎǘŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ [ƛƳƛǘŜŘ рсΦлл wŜŦǳǎŜ [ƛǘǘŜǊ !Ŏǘ мфуо ǎрπс 

нтκлоκнлнс .!/{ !ƭƭǎƛƎƴǎ нлпΦпу !ǎǎŜǘǎ [D! мфтн ǎммм 

нтκлоκнлнс .!/{ .ƛπCƻƭŘ wƻƭŦŜ оорΦлл CƛǊŜ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ [D! мфтн ǎммм 

нтκлоκнлнс .!/{ /!5 !ƛǊ /ƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴƛƴƎ флΦлл 9ƭŜŎǘǊƛŎǎ ϧ tƭǳƳōƛƴƎ  [D! мфтн ǎммм 

нтκлоκнлнс .!/{ /!5 !ƛǊ /ƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴƛƴƎ флΦлл 9ƭŜŎǘǊƛŎǎ ϧ tƭǳƳōƛƴƎ  [D! мфтн ǎммм 

нтκлоκнлнс .!/{ /ƭƻǳŘȅ L¢ урΦсл 
/ƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ²ŜōΣ ƘƻǎǘƛƴƎ ϧ 
{ǳǇǇƻǊǘ [D! мфтн ǎммм 

нтκлоκнлнс .!/{ ¢о IŀƴŘȅƳŀƴ плΦлл wŜǇŀƛǊǎ ϧ aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ [D! мфтн ǎммм 

нтκлоκнлнс .!/{ ¢о IŀƴŘȅƳŀƴ трΦлл wŜǇŀƛǊǎ ϧ aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ [D! мфтн ǎммм 

нтκлоκнлнс .!/{ [ŀǊƪǎǘŜƭ [ǘŘ роуΦтр wŜŦǳǎŜ [ƛǘǘŜǊ !Ŏǘ мфуо ǎрπс 

нтκлоκнлнс .!/{ tƘƛƭǎ tŜǎǘ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭ [ǘŘ слΦлл /ƻƳƳǳƴŀƭ !ǊŜŀǎ [D! мфтн ǎммм 

нтκлоκнлнс .!/{ tƭŀȅǎŎŜƴŜ [ǘŘ мллΦлл tƭŀȅ !ǊŜŀ  aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ [D! мфтн ǎммм 

нтκлоκнлнс .!/{ tt[ tw{ моунΦтр [ƛŎŜƴǎŜ CŜŜ [D! мфтн ǎммм 

нтκлоκнлнс .!/{ tt[ tw{ ммлтΦнм [ƛŎŜƴǎŜ CŜŜ [D! мфтн ǎммм 

нтκлоκнлнс .!/{ w {ƳƛǘƘ ό .ǳōōƭŜǎ ϧ {ƘƛƴŜύ тнлΦлл /ƭŜŀƴƛƴƎ [D! мфтн ǎммм 

нтκлоκнлнс .!/{ w {ƳƛǘƘ ό .ǳōōƭŜǎ ϧ {ƘƛƴŜύ мтмΦлл /ƭŜŀƴƛƴƎ [D! мфтн ǎммм 

нтκлоκнлнс .!/{ ǎǳƴǎƘƛƴŜ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ [ǘŘ мнсуΦфт DǊƻǳƴŘǎ aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ hǇŜƴ {ǇŀŎŜǎ !Ŏǘ мфлс ǎǎ фπмл 

нтκлоκнлнс .!/{ tƭŀȅ LƴǎǇŜŎǘƛƻƴ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅ ƭǘŘ офлΦлл tƭŀȅ !ǊŜŀ  aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ [D! ό aƛǎŎ tǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴǎύ мфтс ǎмф 

нтκлоκнлнс .!/{ ±ƛƪƛƴƎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ¦Y [ƛƳƛǘŜŘ мпфΦрм {ǘŀǘƛƻƴŜǊȅ [D! мфтн ǎммм 

нтκлоκнлнс .!/{ ²ŜȅπDƭŀǎǎ [ǘŘ улΦлл wŜǇŀƛǊǎ ϧ aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ [D! мфтн ǎммм 

нтκлоκнлнс .!/{ ! Ŧƛǎƪ омрΦлл /ƻƳƳǳƴŀƭ !ǊŜŀǎ [D! мфтн ǎммм 

нтκлоκнлнс .!/{ ! aŀǘǘƘŜǿǎ рлΦлл /ǳǎǘƻƳŜǊ wŜŦǳƴŘ [D! мфтн ǎммм 

нтκлоκнлнс .!/{ ¢ŜŎƘǘƻƴƛŎ пфрΦлл tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ CŜŜǎ [D! мфтн ǎммм 

нтκлоκнлнс .!/{ {ƻƭǿŀǘ DǊŜŜƴ 9ƴŜǊƎȅ [ƛƳƛǘŜŘ пллΦлл 9ƭŜŎǘǊƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ tƭǳƳōƛƴƎ [D! мфтн ǎммм 

нтκлоκнлнс .!/{ 
5ƛƎƛŘǊƻǇ DǊƻǳǇ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ϧ 
{ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ нснмΦту {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ [ƻŎŀƭ DƻǾ ŀƴŘ wŀǘƛƴƎ !Ŏǘ мффт ǎом 

нтκлоκнлнс .!/{ 
5ƛƎƛŘǊƻǇ DǊƻǳǇ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ϧ 
{ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ нснмΦту {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ [ƻŎŀƭ DƻǾ ŀƴŘ wŀǘƛƴƎ !Ŏǘ мффт ǎом 

нтκлоκнлнс .!/{ Ya ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎǎ мпрΦлл 9ƭŜŎǘǊƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ tƭǳƳōƛƴƎ [D! мфтн ǎммм 

омκлоκнлнс // {ǳƳ¦Ǉ ŎƘŀǊƎŜǎ нпΦус tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŦŜŜǎ [D! мфтн ǎммм 

              

    ¢ƻǘŀƭ нрнсфΦнс       

              



April 2026 Accounts 
 
Reports provided to members 
The RFO provided the following reports to the Council - all placed in CVPC meeting folder in one drive prior to the  
meeting 
 
Account report detailing the following:- 
Balance sheet 
Income & Expenditure ï Actual v Budget  
Income & Expenditure ï Actual v Budget by Class 
Income & Expenditure Account for the month ï also shown below 
Aged Creditors  
Aged Debtors  
 
Individual reports :- 
Accruals/Prepayments for the month 
Income & Expenditure ï Actual v Budget with detailed notes against expenditure 
Payments made in the monthï also shown below 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Page down 
 
 



Notes on Accounts- April 2026 
 
Income 
 

1) Bank Interest ï Interest of Ã263.32 was received on our Business Reserve Account  
2) Ã95000 was transferred from the NatWest Current Account to the NatWest Business Reserve Account in 

April 2026 
3) VAT Refund Ã2850.37 re QE 31/03/26 
 

 
      Expenditure - Non contractual items to highlight in the Income & Expenditure Account 
 

1) Natwest BACS charges Ã37.50 and Sumup merchant charges Ã46.44 
 

2) Communal Area Maintenance includes 
Lengthsman work in the parish Ã232.50 and at HH  -  Ã240.00 
 

3) Printing Ã497.00  - Imprint colour ï parish newsletter 
 

4) General repairs and maintenance includes:- 
Pro-servicing Ã742 ï servicing of acoustic walls at both centres 
T3 Handyman Ã214 ï repairs at both centres 

 
Payments Made in the month ï April 2026 
 
 

5ŀǘŜ ¢κŀŎǘ  bŀƳŜ bŜǘ /ŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ tƻǿŜǊ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ 
лфκлпκнлнс 55 ¢ƻǘŀƭ 9ƴŜǊƎƛŜǎ нумΦмф 9ƭŜŎǘǊƛŎƛǘȅ [D! мфтн  ǎмоо 

олκлпκнлнс 55 hǊŀƴƎŜ tƛȄŜƭ пфΦлл 
/ƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ 
ǿŜōκƘƻǎǘƛƴƎκ{ǳǇǇƻǊǘ [D! мфтн ǎммм 

мрκлпκнлнс 55 .ŀƴƪƭƛƴŜ отΦрл .ŀƴƪ ŎƘŀǊƎŜǎ [D! мфтн  ǎммм 
нлκлпκнлнс 55 Lƴǘǳƛǘ [ǘŘ суΦрл tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ CŜŜǎ [D! мфтн ǎммм 
нфκлпκнлнс 55 ±ƻŘŀŦƻƴŜ ммоΦмс ¢ŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜκaƻōƛƭŜ [D! мфтн  ǎмпп 
мрκлпκнлнс 55 bǇƻǿŜǊ мсоΦлл 9ƭŜŎǘǊƛŎƛǘȅ [D! мфтн  ǎмоо 
ннκлпκнлнс 55 /ŀǎǘƭŜ ²ŀǘŜǊ мнΦос ²ŀǘŜǊ wŀǘŜǎ [D! мфтн  ǎмоо 
ннκлпκнлнс 55 /ŀǎǘƭŜ ²ŀǘŜǊ нолΦлс ²ŀǘŜǊ wŀǘŜǎ [D! мфтн  ǎмоо 
мрκлпκнлнс 55 bǇƻǿŜǊ мпрΦмм 9ƭŜŎǘǊƛŎƛǘȅ [D! мфтн  ǎмоо 
мрκлпκнлнс 55 IŀǊǘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ оууΦул wŀǘŜǎ [D! мфтн  ǎмоо 
лмκлпκнлнс 55 IŀǊǘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ снфΦлл wŀǘŜǎ [D! мфтн  ǎмоо 
лтκлпκнлнс 55 .ŀǊŎƭŀȅŎŀǊŘ   π /ƻŀŎƘ IƻǳǎŜ /ŀŦŞ мнтΦмл /ƻǳǊǎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ Řŀȅ [D! мфтн ǎммм 
лтκлпκнлнс 55 .ŀǊŎƭŀȅŎŀǊŘ  π wŜǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ YŜȅǎ уΦот wŜǇŀƛǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ [D! мфтн ǎммм 
ноκлпκнлнс .!/{κ55 tŀȅǊƻƭƭ ффпоΦот tŀȅǊƻƭƭ [D! мфтн ǎммм 
нфκлпκнлнс .!/{ [ŀǊƪǎǘŜƭ [ǘŘ роуΦтр wŜŦǳǎŜ [ƛǘǘŜǊ !Ŏǘ мфуо ǎрπс 
нфκлпκнлнс .!/{ .ƛŦŦŀ ²ŀǎǘŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ [ƛƳƛǘŜŘ тлΦлл wŜŦǳǎŜ [ƛǘǘŜǊ !Ŏǘ мфуо ǎрπс 
нфκлпκнлнс .!/{ .ƛŦŦŀ ²ŀǎǘŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ [ƛƳƛǘŜŘ орΦру wŜŦǳǎŜ [ƛǘǘŜǊ !Ŏǘ мфуо ǎрπс 
нфκлпκнлнс .!/{ {ƻǳǊŎŜ hŦŦƛŎŜ {ǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ [ǘŘ тмΦтл /ƭŜŀƴƛƴƎ [D! мфтн ǎммм 
нфκлпκнлнс .!/{ CƛǊŜ ϧ {ŀŦŜǘȅ ¢ŜŀƳ [ǘŘ нлрΦлл CƛǊŜ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ [D! мфтн ǎммм 

нфκлпκнлнс .!/{ 
wƛŎƘŀǊŘ ¢ƘƻǊǇŜ CƛǊŜ {ŀŦŜǘȅ 
{ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ффΦлл CƛǊŜ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ 

[D! мфтн ǎммм 

нфκлпκнлнс .!/{ /ƭƻǳŘȅ DǊƻǳǇ [ǘŘ урΦсл ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ǿŜōκƘƻǎǘƛƴƎ [D! мфтн ǎммм 

нфκлпκнлнс .!/{ ǎǳƴǎƘƛƴŜ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ [ǘŘ мнсуΦфт DǊƻǳƴŘǎ aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ 
hǇŜƴ {ǇŀŎŜǎ !Ŏǘ 
мфлс 

ǎǎ фπмл 

нфκлпκнлнс .!/{ tƘƻŜƴƛȄ tŜǎǘ {ƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎ уллΦлл /ƻƳƳǳƴŀƭ !ǊŜŀ aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ 
tǳōƭƛŎ IŜŀƭǘƘ !Ŏǘ 
мутр ǎмсп 

нфκлпκнлнс .!/{ wŜŎŜŎŎŀ {ƳƛǘƘ мтмΦлл /ƭŜŀƴƛƴƎ [D! мфтн ǎммм 
нфκлпκнлнс .!/{ wŜŎŜŎŎŀ {ƳƛǘƘ тнлΦлл /ƭŜŀƴƛƴƎ [D! мфтн ǎммм 
нфκлпκнлнс .!/{ LƳǇǊƛƴǘ /ƻƭƻǳǊ пфтΦлл tǊƛƴǘƛƴƎ [D!мфтн ǎмпн 
нфκлпκнлнс .!/{ ±ƛƪƛƴƎ hŦŦƛŎŜ ¦Y [ƛƳƛǘŜŘ снΦмо ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴŜǊȅ [D! мфтн ǎммм 
нфκлпκнлнс .!/{ ¢о IŀƴŘȅƳŀƴ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ мтпΦлл wŜǇŀƛǊǎ ŀƴŘ aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ [D! мфтн ǎммм 
нфκлпκнлнс .!/{ ¢о IŀƴŘȅƳŀƴ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ плΦлл wŜǇŀƛǊǎ ŀƴŘ aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ [D! мфтн ǎммм 
нфκлпκнлнс .!/{ tǊƻπ{ŜǊǾƛŎƛƴƎ отмΦлл wŜǇŀƛǊǎ ŀƴŘ aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ [D! мфтн ǎммм 
нфκлпκнлнс .!/{ tǊƻπ{ŜǊǾƛŎƛƴƎ отмΦлл wŜǇŀƛǊǎ ŀƴŘ aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ [D! мфтн ǎммм 
нфκлпκнлнс .!/{ IŀƳǇǎƘƛǊŜ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ фплΦор {ǘǊŜŜǘ ƭƛƎƘǘǎ  [D! мфтн  ǎмоо 
нфκлпκнлнс .!/{ ! Ŧƛǎƪ птнΦрл [ŜƴƎǘƘǎƳŀƴ ǿƻǊƪ [D! мфтн ǎммм 
нфκлпκнлнс .!/{ DǳŀǊŘǿŜƭƭ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘƛŜǎ тумΦлл {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ [D! мфтн ǎммм 
              

!ǇǊπнс   aŜǊŎƘŀƴǘ /ƘŀǊƎŜǎ псΦпп tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƘŀǊƎŜǎ [D! мфтн  ǎммм 
              
    ¢ƻǘŀƭ нллмтΦрп       
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Crookham Village Parish Council (“The parish” or “The council”) 

Internal Audit Report 31 March 2026 – working papers 

 

The parish council is required to complete the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (“AGAR”) 

Form, part of which is the Annual Internal Audit Report. The total income of the parish is £271k in the 

year to 31 March 2026, and therefore the AGAR is a legal requirement. 

The internal audit report is required to be completed and noted before the council approves the annual 

governance statement, hence a short 2mescale. 

The internal audit report is page 3 of the AGAR and sets out a number of steps to be marked as yes, 

no or not covered by the auditor. 

Overview and confirma)on of independence 

I do not live in Crookham Village parish and have no conflict of interest with any of the repor2ng 

requirements or income or expenditure of the parish. I am not a friend or colleague of any of the 

councillors or the RFO of the parish. I am happy that I am independent of the parish, councillors and 

staff. 

The records con2nue to be maintained by Angela Sayers, the RFO of the parish, using QuickBooks, 

supported by well maintained paper files consis2ng of:- 

1. CVPC audit files (2 folders) to 31 03 2026. These contain the AGAR and suppor2ng informa2on, 

minutes of mee2ngs, VAT returns, P60s, bank reconcilia2on reports up to and including 31 03 

2026, summary of deposits received from parishioners, fixed asset insurance values and 

policies, and year end bank reconcilia2on plus suppor2ng statements. 

2. NatWest current account paper statements for en2re year. 

3. Folder of sales invoices for en2re year to 31 03 2026. Sales income derived from pitch hire at 

Zebon Copse, or hall hire at either Zebon, Crookham Hall or Hareshill Community Centre. All 

hire bookings subject to standard rated VAT except U3A which is a registered charity. Pitch hire 

is outside the scope for VAT purposes.  

4. 5 folders of purchase invoices in date order. These show evidence of review and authorisa2on 

as necessary. The minutes referred to in point 1 above also list expenses month by month 

approved at each mee2ng. 

The records allow a review of the informa2on necessary to complete each stage of the internal audit, 

and the sec2ons A to O on the internal audit report are dealt with below. Any work is based upon a 

reasonable sample given the size of the parish and its finances:- 
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A. Appropriate accoun)ng records have been properly kept throughout the financial year. 

 

Records are maintained on QuickBooks soFware by the RFO to a very high standard. Bank accounts 

are regularly reconciled, including, but by no means limited to, the year end. 

 

Sales invoices on QuickBooks in numerical order, no unusual entries within sales lis2ngs 

 

Year-end debtors seem reasonable, with all but four of the outstanding invoices having been raised 

in March 2026.  

 

Year-end creditors also seem reasonable and at an expected level for the size of the organisa2on.  

 

All entries on QuickBooks supported by invoices and other informa2on. 

 

Conclusion – Yes, appropriate records properly kept throughout the year. 

 

B. This authority complied with its financial regula)ons, payments were supported by invoices, all 

expenditure was authorised and VAT was properly accounted for 

 

The parish council complies with its financial regula2ons by ongoing maintenance of day-to-day 

accoun2ng records to enable councillors at monthly mee2ngs to oversee and authorise income 

and payments. The parish council website publishes these minutes which I have reviewed to 

confirm that all maHers are reviewed and minuted as necessary. There is no indica2on from any 

of these minutes that the council has not complied with its financial regula2ons. 

I have selected a sample of 12 random payments from the bank statements across the year and 

confirmed these back to invoices, authorisa2on and VAT posi2on. I have taken one purchase 

payment from the bank statements each month at random 

Date Payee Amount Invoice Authorised VAT Paid 

April Transfer 85,000.00 No Yes No 28/04/25 

 

May Came & 

Company 

8,624.10 Yes Yes No 28/05/25 

June Toddler 

Sense Fleet 

50.00 Yes Yes No 27/06/25 

July Sunshine 

Commercial 

Services 

1,522.76 Yes Yes  Yes 28/07/25 

August Bubbles & 

Shine 

1,098.00 Yes Yes No 27/08/25 

September JRB 

Enterprises 

597.60 Yes Yes Yes 26/09/25 

October Source 

Supplies 

89.64 Yes Yes Yes 29/10/25 

November Simon 

Ambler 

36.90 Yes Yes No 27/11/25 

December Playscene 

Ltd 

1,070.46 Yes Yes Yes 22/12/25 
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January Andy Fisk 774.00 Yes Yes Yes 27/01/26 

February Geoxphere 

Ltd 

108.00 Yes Yes Yes 26/02/26 

March Techtonic 

SoFware 

Apps 

495.00 Yes Yes Yes 27/03/26 

 

No issues with the above sample. I also flicked through all invoices in tracking down the above 

sample and no issues noted. 

Conclusion – yes, the council has complied with regula)ons, payments supported by invoices 

etc. 

C. This authority assessed the significant risks to achieving its objec)ves and reviewed the 

adequacy of arrangements to manage these. 

 

The council has a detailed risk assessment policy document as part of the parish council 

documents as part of its publicly available website. I have reviewed this document and am sa2sfied 

the council has assessed significant risks and how it would deal with any threats. 

Conclusion – yes, this sec)on is adequately dealt with. 

 

D. The precept or rates requirement resulted from an adequate budgetary process; progress 

against budget was regularly monitored; and reserves were appropriate. 

The budget for 2025/26 was approved at a full council mee2ng on 3rd February 2025. The budget 

for 2026/27 was agreed in the council mee2ng of 2nd February 2026. (Minutes seen) 

Progress against budget is regularly monitored by way of a spreadsheet prepared by Angela, and 

this is reviewed by the councillors at mee2ngs. 

CVPC has adequate reserves in accordance with the council’s stated policy. 

Conclusion – yes, this sec)on is adequately dealt with 

  

E. Expected income was fully received, based on correct prices, properly recorded and promptly 

banked; and VAT was properly accounted for 

See A above, all sales have been properly recorded and accounted for. VAT has been charged to all 

hirers except U3A who have not been charged VAT as a charity – this treatment has now been 

clarified and confirmed as correct; U3A confirm their charitable status annually. The VAT posi2on 

for hire of sports pitches is outside the scope. 

I have confirmed that precept income has been received and properly accounted – see internal 

audit hand-wriHen papers. 

In sec2on A above, I have noted that there are trade debtors at the year-end. I have selected five 

of the outstanding sales invoices from a total of eighteen outstanding invoices to confirm that they 

were received aFer the year end.  

Date Invoice Hirer Gross Bank 

27/02/2026 6568 Perform 135.00 08/04/2026 
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31/03/2026 6600 Fleet and District U3A 1,048.89 16/04/2026 

31/03/2026 6605 Cat Brazier 180.00 07/04/2026 

31/03/2026 6606 Hello and Flow Ltd 486.00 10/04/2026 

31/03/2026 HH1053 Sarah Murray 324.00 07/04/2026 

 

From the sample I am sa2sfied that all sales invoices showing as outstanding have been received 

aFer the year end.  

Conclusion – Yes, the council has met this objec)ve 

F. Pe6y cash payments were properly supported by receipts, all pe6y cash expenditure was 

approved and VAT appropriately accounted for. 

A peHy cash system was ceased in 2024/25, with credit cards being issued to the centre managers, 

deputy clerk, clerk and chairman to manage those transac2ons that were previously cash 

expenses.  

This point is no longer applicable. 

G. Salaries to employees and allowances to members were paid in accordance with this authority’s 

approvals, and PAYE and NI requirements were properly applied. 

 

Salaries on QuickBooks for all the 5 employees have been agreed to the published P60s covering 

the year to 31 March 2026, with addi2onal costs correctly confirmed as made up on employers’ 

NI and pension costs. 

 

Correctly, no employment allowance has been claimed as local authori2es are not allowed to do 

so. 

 

Journal pos2ngs of salaries on QuickBooks are correct, with net pay taken to a control account. 

Payments made via Future Dated Payments from NatWest which are scheduled each month and 

must be approved by councillors. There is clear evidence of these payments and their approval. 

 

PAYE, NI and pension liabili2es correctly posted to control accounts with liabili2es seHled in the 

same month, hence no year-end liability.    

 

Conclusion – Yes, all ma6ers dealt with in accordance with internal control objec)ves 

 

H. Asset and investments registers were complete and properly maintained 

 

Yes, the RFO maintains such registers and these are, to my knowledge, complete and properly 

maintained. The council has achieved this objec2ve. 

 

I. Periodic bank account reconcilia)ons were properly carried out during the year 

 

Yes, the RFO completes monthly bank reconcilia2ons using QuickBooks. At the year-end 

reconcilia2on there was one outstanding lodgement which has cleared aFer the year-end. 

 

Conclusion – yes, the council has achieved this objec)ve. 
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J. Accoun)ng statements prepared during the year were prepared on the correct accoun)ng basis, 

agreed to the cash book, supported by an adequate audit trail from underlying records and 

where appropriate debtors and creditors were properly recorded. 

 

Because the RFO u2lises QuickBooks for any reports, and the soFware has been subject to the 

review points set out above, I am happy to conclude that the council meets this objec2ve. 

 

K. If the authority exempted itself etc 

This point is not/applicable 

L. The authority published the required informa)on on its website up to date at the )me of the 

internal audit in accordance with the relevant legisla)on 

Yes, the website contains up to date informa2on, and the council has met this objec2ve. 

M. In the year covered by this AGAR the authority correctly provided for a period for the exercise 

of public rights as required by the Accounts & Audit regula)ons. 

 

Yes, the council has achieved this objec2ve. Published June 2025. 

 

N. The authority has complied with the publica)on requirements for 2024/25 AGAR 

Yes, the authority has complied with this. 

O. The authority has complied with laws, regula)ons & proper prac)ces rela)ng to digital and data 

compliance. 

All councillors and staff aHended a half day training session with Breakthrough Communica2ons 

in rela2on to GDPR. In addi2on, as per normal, a review of all policies has been carried out to 

ensure compliance with Asser2on 10. I am sa2sfied that the council has achieved this objec2ve.  

P. (For Local Councils Only) 

Not applicable 
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Name of Smaller authority: Crookham Village Parish Council 
 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION OF 
UNAUDITED ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & 

ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN 

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2026 
 

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 26 and 27  
The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234) 

 
NOTICE NOTES 

 
 
1. Date of announcement Wednesday 3rd June 2026 (a) 

2. Each year the smaller authorityôs Annual Governance and Accountability 
Return (AGAR) needs to be reviewed by an external auditor appointed by 
Smaller Authoritiesô Audit Appointments Ltd.  The unaudited AGAR has been 
published with this notice. As it has yet to be reviewed by the appointed auditor, 
it is subject to change as a result of that review.  
Any person interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the 
accounting records for the financial year to which the audit relates and all 
books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating 
to those records must be made available for inspection by any person 
interested. For the year ended 31 March 2026, these documents will be available 
on reasonable notice by application to: 
 

(b)  Angela Sayers (Responsible Finance Officer) 
       Email ï angela.sayers@crookhamvillage-pc.gov.uk 
 Parish Telephone numbers -01252 810568 or 01252 615003 
 Hareshill Community Centre, Millpond Avenue, Crookham Village GU515EN 
 
commencing on (c) Thursday 4th June 2026  

 
 

and ending on (d)  Wednesday 15th July 2026  
 

3. Local government electors and their representatives also have: 
 
 The opportunity to question the appointed auditor about the accounting 

records; and 
 The right to make an objection which concerns a matter in respect of which 

the appointed auditor could either make a public interest report or apply to 
the court for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful. Written notice 
of an objection must first be given to the auditor and a copy sent to the 
smaller authority. 
 

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for 
this purpose between the above dates only. 
 

4. The smaller authorityôs AGAR is subject to review by the appointed auditor 
under the provisions of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, the 
Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 and the NAOôs Code of Audit Practice 
2015.  The appointed auditor is: 

 
BDO LLP 
Arcadia House 
Maritime Walk 
Ocean Village 
Southampton 
SO14 3TL 
 councilaudits@bdo.co.uk 
 

5. This announcement is made by (e) Angela Sayers                                                
                                                        (Responsible Finance Officer) 

 
 
(a) Insert date of placing of the notice 
which must be not less than 1 day before 
the date in (c) below 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
(b) Insert name, position and 
address/telephone number/ email 
address, as appropriate, of the Clerk or 
other person to which any person may 
apply to inspect the accounts 

 
(c) Insert date, which must be at least 1 
day after the date of announcement in (a) 
above and at least 30 working days 
before the date appointed in (d) below 

 
(d) The inspection period between (c) 
and (d) must be 30 working days 
inclusive and must include the first 10 
working days of July. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(e) Insert name and position of person 
placing the notice ï this person must be 
the responsible financial officer for the 
smaller authority 

Appendix G



 

LOCAL AUTHORITY ACCOUNTS: A SUMMARY OF YOUR RIGHTS 
 

Please note that this summary applies to all relevant smaller authorities, including local 
councils, internal drainage boards and óotherô smaller authorities. 
 
The basic position 
 
The Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 (the Act) governs the work of auditors appointed to smaller 
authorities. This summary explains the provisions contained in Sections 26 and 27 of the Act. The Act 
and the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 also cover the duties, responsibilities and rights of smaller 
authorities, other organisations and the public concerning the accounts being audited.  

As a local elector, or an interested person, you have certain legal rights in respect of the accounting 
records of smaller authorities. As an interested person you can inspect accounting records and related 
documents. If you are a local government elector for the area to which the accounts relate you can also 
ask questions about the accounts and object to them. You do not have to pay directly for exercising 
your rights. However, any resulting costs incurred by the smaller authority form part of its running costs. 
Therefore, indirectly, local residents pay for the cost of you exercising your rights through their council 
tax. 

The right to inspect the accounting records 
 
Any interested person can inspect the accounting records, which includes but is not limited to local 
electors. You can inspect the accounting records for the financial year to which the audit relates and all 
books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to those records. You 
can copy all, or part, of these records or documents. Your inspection must be about the accounts, or 
relate to an item in the accounts. You cannot, for example, inspect or copy documents unrelated to the 
accounts, or that include personal information (Section 26 (6) ï (10) of the Act explains what is meant 
by personal information). You cannot inspect information which is protected by commercial 
confidentiality. This is information which would prejudice commercial confidentiality if it was released to 
the public and there is not, set against this, a very strong reason in the public interest why it should 
nevertheless be disclosed.  
 
When smaller authorities have finished preparing accounts for the financial year and approved them, 
they must publish them (including on a website). There must be a 30 working day period, called the 
óperiod for the exercise of public rightsô, during which you can exercise your statutory right to inspect 
the accounting records. Smaller authorities must tell the public, including advertising this on their 
website, that the accounting records and related documents are available to inspect. By arrangement 
you will then have 30 working days to inspect and make copies of the accounting records. You may 
have to pay a copying charge. The 30 working day period must include a common period of inspection 
during which all smaller authoritiesô accounting records are available to inspect. This will be 1-14 July 
2026 for 2025-26 accounts. The advertisement must set out the dates of the period for the exercise of 
public rights, how you can communicate to the smaller authority that you wish to inspect the accounting 
records and related documents, the name and address of the auditor, and the relevant legislation that 
governs the inspection of accounts and objections.  
 
The right to ask the auditor questions about the accounting records 
 
You should first ask your smaller authority about the accounting records, since they hold all the 
details. If you are a local elector, your right to ask questions of the external auditor is enshrined in law. 
However, while the auditor will answer your questions where possible, they are not always obliged to 
do so. For example, the question might be better answered by another organisation, require 
investigation beyond the auditorôs remit, or involve disproportionate cost (which is borne by the local 
taxpayer). Give your smaller authority the opportunity first to explain anything in the accounting records 
that you are unsure about. If you are not satisfied with their explanation, you can question the external 
auditor about the accounting records.  

The law limits the time available for you formally to ask questions. This must be done in the period for 
the exercise of public rights, so let the external auditor know your concern as soon as possible. The 
advertisement or notice that tells you the accounting records are available to inspect will also give the 
period for the exercise of public rights during which you may ask the auditor questions, which here 



means formally asking questions under the Act. You can ask someone to represent you when asking 
the external auditor questions.  

Before you ask the external auditor any questions, inspect the accounting records fully, so you know 
what they contain. Please remember that you cannot formally ask questions, under the Act, after the 
end of the period for the exercise of public rights. You may ask your smaller authority other questions 
about their accounts for any year, at any time. But these are not questions under the Act.  

You can ask the external auditor questions about an item in the accounting records for the financial 
year being audited. However, your right to ask the external auditor questions is limited. The external 
auditor can only answer ówhatô questions, not ówhyô questions. The external auditor cannot answer 
questions about policies, finances, procedures or anything else unless it is directly relevant to an item 
in the accounting records. Remember that your questions must always be about facts, not opinions. To 
avoid misunderstanding, we recommend that you always put your questions in writing.  

The right to make objections at audit 
 
You have inspected the accounting records and asked your questions of the smaller authority. Now you 
may wish to object to the accounts on the basis that an item in them is in your view unlawful or there 
are matters of wider concern arising from the smaller authorityôs finances. A local government elector 
can ask the external auditor to apply to the High Court for a declaration that an item of account is 
unlawful, or to issue a report on matters which are in the public interest. You must tell the external 
auditor which specific item in the accounts you object to and why you think the item is unlawful, or why 
you think that a public interest report should be made about it. You must provide the external auditor 
with the evidence you have to support your objection. Disagreeing with income or spending does not 
make it unlawful. To object to the accounts you must write to the external auditor stating you want to 
make an objection, including the information and evidence below and you must send a copy to the 
smaller authority. The notice must include: 
 
 confirmation that you are an elector in the smaller authorityôs area; 
 why you are objecting to the accounts and the facts on which you rely; 
 details of any item in the accounts that you think is unlawful; and 
 details of any matter about which you think the external auditor should make a public interest 

report. 
 
Other than it must be in writing, there is no set format for objecting. You can only ask the external auditor 
to act within the powers available under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014.  
 
A final word 
 
You may not use this óright to objectô to make a personal complaint or claim against your smaller 
authority.  You should take such complaints to your local Citizensô Advice Bureau, local Law Centre or 
to your solicitor. Smaller authorities, and so local taxpayers, meet the costs of dealing with questions 
and objections.  In deciding whether to take your objection forward, one of a series of factors the auditor 
must take into account is the cost that will be involved, they will only continue with the objection if it is 
in the public interest to do so. They may also decide not to consider an objection if they think that it is 
frivolous or vexatious, or if it repeats an objection already considered. If you appeal to the courts against 
an auditorôs decision not to apply to the courts for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful, you 
will have to pay for the action yourself. 
 

For more detailed guidance on public rights and 
the special powers of auditors, copies of the 
publication Local authority accounts: A guide to 
your rights are available from the NAO website. 

 
If you wish to contact your authorityôs appointed 
external auditor please write to the address in 
paragraph 4 of the Notice of Public Rights and 
Publication of Unaudited Annual Governance & 
Accountability Return. 
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